PSA: Watch out for tax scams
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It’s tax season — which means tax scams are floating around. How can you protect yourself?

First, watch for warnings signs identified by the IRS, such as promises of huge tax refunds, solicitations from fake charities and threats or demand for payment of unpaid taxes.

You can help defend against many scams by knowing how the IRS may or may not contact you. Typically, it will initiate communications by mail through the U.S. Postal Service. Only with your permission will the IRS email or text you.

And the IRS will not contact you or take payment through social media or immediately threaten you with large fines or imprisonment. 

If you have doubts about any offers or communications, from whatever source, you may want to contact a trusted, qualified tax professional.

Also, be on guard for your elderly family members, as senior citizens are frequent targets for scammers. 

And if you believe you are a victim of monetary or identity theft, you can report these issues using the IRS website IdentityTheft.gov and refer to IRS Publication 5027 — Identity Theft Information for Taxpayers.

Tax scams and identity theft are serious threats — so do whatever you can to defend yourself. 
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